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| 4 p HEN onee a Man rs by Faith entred into his | 


3 


Reſt, and by us numbred among the Dead, it 


ſeems much too late, to attempt the renewing an Ac- 


quaintance "twixt him and the Living; which yet, 
an à Sort, is done, when in poſthumous Publications 


Une is introduced, when dead, as yet ſpeaking : Anda 


he Author of the ſubſequent Diſcourſe (who is n0w, 
ave believe, imployed in Praiſes to him that fits - on 


? the Throne, and to the Lamb, in the Church trium- 


'pPhant) &eſerves Attention, we humbly think, from 
he Reader, even at a Time when the Throng is fo 
great at the Preſs, as well as in other Places of Re- 


Great is the Company of them who 10 publiſh 


- rhe Word, both from the Pulpit and the Preſs: 
And when the Knowledge of the Lord harh thus 
filled the Earth, and intellettual Improvements in 
| fubſervient Sciences are ſo far advancea, it is not 


eaſy to pleaſe. an Age grown rich in Knowleage, aud 
of ſo delicate a Taſte, with acceſſory 1lluſtrations, or 


4 Talent of Invention. Nor is it almoſt prafticable } 


ro paſs upon the World a Performance as valuable, 


if it has not a real Title to Elteem : But we are of 


Opinion, the following one is ſuch as can recommend 
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Ty The PREFACE, 


An uncommon Strength of Genius, Compaſs of 
Thought, Exactneſs of Judgment, Extent of Know- | 
leage, Clearneſs of Apprehenſion, and Conformity of i 
Expreſſion, were Talents the Author had received, 


and here lays out for the Maſter's Honour. He ſpeaks 


as One not enſlaved, as ſome are, to the mean and 


ſordid Aﬀetftation of turning the Chriſtian Churches 
into the Heathen Philoſophers Schools, by their 


Manner of treating ſpiritual Subjects; but as 


One, who, having ſat at. his Maſter Chriſt's Feet, 
and learned of him, could teach and controut them. 


I is the Glory of the Goſpel-miniſtry, while the 


eres require a Sign, and the Greeks ſeek after Wiſ- 
dom, 70 preach Chriſt crucified, as being the Power ci 


of God, and the Wiſdom of God. Thzs ts the hid- 
den Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery, which none of 
the Princes of this World knew; neither they who 
evere Princes in reſpect of Civil Power, or natural 


Penetration; neither the Princes in Courts, nor in ri 
2% Philoſophy Schools or Academies: Neither dil 
the Authors of the ſeveral Syſtems of Philoſophy, 


nor the Ri ngleaders of the ſeveral Sectaries of Phi- 
loſophers, make any fuch Diſcovery, nor poſſibly 


coul: Ana, ſeeing "tis infinitely above their Inven- 


rion, and beyond their Comprehenſion, what a World”s 


Monder is it, that any Man, after theſe Myſteries 


of Grace are revealed, ſhould think it below him to 
fearch into thoſe Things which the Angels 4eſire to 


 Jook into! But ſo it is, that a twofold Averſion ts 
ro be obſerved in the natural Enmity of Man's Mind 
| againſt God; the one is an Averſion to ſubject his 
 Unaerſtanding to the Myſteries of Revelation; rhe 
orber, to ſubmit his Will to the Precepts of revealed 


Religion. 


But, not 10 digreſs ; Ir is a Pleaſure, as well as 


Rrofitable, to follow our Author through the ſeveral 


Schools or Academies of the Philoſophers in a general 


| 7ifttation; and to liſten to the ſeveral Cenfures be 


„ 


Paſſes on each, and the general Accuſation he brings 
againſt them all, as having ſome how, in leſs or more, 
in 
* F why in a Manner much peculiar to himſelf, he 
* reproves their falſe Doctrines, and cautions their 
Diſciples to take another Guide, ſubmitting to the 
Spirit ſpeaking in the Word; after ſhewing h ow far 
they have. loſt their Way, notwithſtanding all their 
Pretences to moral Virtue and Wiſdom. For neither 
d vas the Gravity and Temperance of Plato, the repor- 
red Moderation of Ariſtotle, the Equity and Clemency 


of Solon, rhe reputed Conſtancy of Socrates, the pre- 


© rended Caution and Circumſpettion of Cartes, ſufft- 
cient to warrant their Diſciples, viudicate their Do- 


ured Religion by the Abuſe of their Reaſon: And all 


ctrine, or ſecure themſelves: They were but blind 


17 Guides, and wandring Stars. The Light of Reaſon 
in the moſt fam Philoſophers could never make a 


Day; The Honour and Glory of ſuch an Illumina- 
tion is only due to the Sun of Righteouſneſs, who, by 
vis Appearance, brought Life and Immortality to 
Light, and whoſe Light is healing. But all the At- 


tempts of the Wiſe-men to make Diſcoveries either 


— 38 77 
3 

1 
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ctrines and Diſcoveries, of the moſt contemplative 


we the World by their Wiſdom knew not God: 
Which might evidently be made appear from a Conſi- 
deration of the poor Progreſs and Proficiency, the Do- 


ſalutary or ſatisfying, did ſerve at beſt but to ſhow 


Maſters in Philoſophy and their competing Schools: 


Theſe, when moſt intent in their Contemplations, and 
moſt keen in their Competition, could make little of it 
as to the great End. For Inſtance, after the Philoſo- 
phical Era was commenced, and the two fam a Ionick 
and Italick Schools opened, or Sects formed; what 
wi ſer was the World become to Salvation, when the 


one ended in Chrylippus and Theophraſtus, ? han when 


it began in Anaximander, Diſciple to Thales? And 
what nearer were they brought to that deſirable End 
all the Diſcoveries'that the long Succeſſion of Phi- 
oſophers coul make in the other Sect from Fab 

| | Te- 


1 
* 


vi be PREFACE. 


Prefident "or "Firſt of the Italicks, ro Epicurus, in 4 
200008 heir Sucreſſo on is ſaid to have rerminated? : * 
nN an Inſtance or 2200, We may view the In perſe- mn” 
dio and Improſicienay of both Sets... Anaximander, 
10h form'd the Ionick, reckon' Infinity to be the 7 
Element of all Things, "but did not d4erermi ne whe- | 
ther that Infinity was Water or Air, imagining it to 
be one of them; as alſo, he thought that the Gods 
have a Beginning and End, but that they are long- 
Noel: S rude and ignorant was He! Theophraſtus, 
| in hom the Set terminated, attained ſo little Satiſ- *: 
action by all his Labour, that, when Aying, he left 4 
his Scholars to their Choice, whether to give over the 1 
5 Purſuit of Learnin S or to go on with Reſolution and | 
3 Application yo the ake of Honour aud Efteem. q 


And next, If « we ale a View of the Italicks, abies | 
Wiſer Was rhe World made vy Epicurus His Senriments, | 8 
Than by Pythagoras hig Symbols, After ſo long a Suc- 4 
Fo Ceffion of Maſter and Scholar, the latter Having ſtill 
1 fuch Benefit in his Enquiries as he could reap from 
5 what the ſormer had ſaid? And, if this was all that © 
| human Invention aud Underſtanding cou make of it ” | 
| among the Antients, in order to he happy or homo 
3 rable, ro attain Pleaſure or Profit, After all the Field. 4 7 
oom They took for Thought ; War Certainty or Sax © 
ri gaction, what good Fruit or Fame can the modern 0 
Ptee-thinkers propoſe ro themſelves, more than ih . 
Series of Philoſophers could, not only ro Epicurus His 
Time, bur from Thales down to re Days of Julius 5 
4d Auguſtus? Thoſe Antients could make no ſatis4 | 1 
Hing Diſcovery without Divine Light; and whap * 
Ccanthe Moaerns ao? whither can they go: ? when they * 

; Hind Eyes 8 the Kan and are wilfully | 
- ons. | i 


. hile Goſpalrevelation has fo many Bnenies;.. ris 


Ls , ear Fug 'o obſerve the * 1 of it 
4 Herins 


: ” . 7 8 N : 2 
| ThoPAEFACE) Vir 
A eriug umongethemſelves; particulariy.to hear any 
that are come to Jeſus, Men in Chriſt, 4iſpuring 
eme Dueſtions in relation to their Intereſt in Him, or. 
the May wheretn they came to Him; when thoſe, 
Diſpntes ſeem only to ariſe from a+ Miſtake of one a. 
5% © mother. in te Ce of Terms, "the Senſe \annexed to 
. i hem, or the. Sett and Poſition of Words in Sentences: 
Sou ſuoh Diſputes of late have happened among 
th  Tearned and holy Men; while they of the one Side 
8. the Quaoſtton: da expreſs themſelves fervently and tri. 
% | mpphanily ooncerning their Freedom ana Immunities. 
Fa y Chriſt, and they of the other Side do ſpeak cuba. 
fe tioulſiy, fearing ro ſay any Thing that might ſeem to 
he Aerogare from the Duty and Gratitude that Men owe 
14 Jo Him, or t0 Goa for Him as Mediator: Whereas, 
3 exe the Terms rightly explained, the Ideas annexed 
.. "preciſely determined, and the Queſtion accurately 
3 t * : : : 
a; ated, they that are One in Him, ig ht be found 
Dne in their Sentiments concerning their Immunities 


15 by Him, and the Nature of Faith as the Way of 


ill coming 70 Him. i. x IOA6- FE 

nl The learned Author of the following Diſcourſe has 
*zonched ſome ſuch Queſtions as thoſe, wherein we 
„ give no Opinion, excepting that we believe he was One 


. whereby he was ſo delightful to his Acquaintances, 
* * wſeful in the Church, and ornamental to his Pro- 


= *Feſſion, it was a Pity (as we uſe to ſpeak) but his 
iy bodily Conſtitution had accorded more to the Vigonr © 


cf rhe better Part, ſo as the Church militant might 
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Have longer enjoyed ſo valuable and excellent a Mini- 


ris Jer of Chriſt: But be was taken from us at the . Þ 
7 „ 1 Perios | 
il 1 
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is the Way, the Truth and the Life, the Life and 
of God the Father. 


BY 


wit The PREFACE: | 
Period prefixed by His infinite Wiſdom-who does all | 
Things well. His great Attainments, and conſtams. 


Application, made it no Monder that his Health was 


early affected by ſo contemplative and active a Mind. 
And now, while he reſts from his Labours, may this 


Part thereof, thus publiſped, be a bleed Means of F 


furthering Believers in their Way to Reſt, and 7 
raiſmg their Eſteem of Him in whom they have he- 
lieved: As alſoof convincing Unbelievers, that Feſus | 


Light of Men; aud of confeſſing this, to the Glory 
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AND 


| Philoſophers corrected, 
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FROM 


I Cor. ii. 6, 7, 8. Howbeit, we ſpeak Wiſe 


3 


dom among them that are perfett ; yet 


mot the Wiſdomof this World, nor of the 
Princes of this Morld, that come to 
= AA EN 3 

Vu we ſpeak the Wiſdom of God in a M- 
ler, even the hidden Wiſdom, which 


d ordained before the World unto our 


* 


* 


Which none of the Princes of this World } 


Lues: 


== HESF are the Apoſtle Paul's Words; 
and of the Occaſion upon which 
wed they were ſpoken, it will now be 

Time to give the following Aon, 
| Learned Men are generally agreed, 
that, among other Reaſons of writ- 


* 


9 
* 
x 
25 
— 
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A ing this Portion of Holy Scripture, the Apoſtle was 
particularly determined to employ his Pen to beat down 


gan arrogant and empty Philoſophy, which obſtinately 
5 oppoſe the Honour of Chriſt and the Courſe of his 


EK C oſpel in the World. Therefore this eminent Cham- 


E pion of the Chriſtian Cauſe, that he might the more 
$ laccesfully attack the Ras of it, directs his Letter 
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ER wy © N 
to che Corinthians, a People ſo renowned for their f 
great Wiſdom, that they will ever live in the Records + 

1 of Fame. One of the Roman Writers {tiles them the 1 
Light, and another the Glory of all Greece. Coriuth 
was a City that abounded with hiloſophers and Ora- 

tors, Who malicioully diſcharged their Arguments and 
Demonſtrations, their Rhetorick and Eloquence againſt 
the Doctrine and Perſon of Chriſt: From theſe Men aroſe 
the Diſputes and erroneous Opinion that ſprang up in 
that Church, and to them were owing moſt of thoſe 
* which the Apoſtle reprehends in this 
Epiſtle. , THE 84 
It ſhall ſatisfy for my Purpoſe to have given in the ge- 
neral this Touch upon the Occaſion of theſe Words; 
as for their more particular and immediate Dependence _ 
on the Context, the looking into the preceeding Ver 
ſes of this Chapter will give the Knowledge of all 
that is wanting to clear that Matte. 3 
Verſe. x. And I, Brethren, when I came to or., 
came not with Excellency of Speech, or of Miſdom, 
Adeclariug unto you the Teſtimony of God. When 
Paul commenced a Miniſter of the Goſpel, he did 
nat attempt ro make Converts by the Ornaments of 
Art, and Inſinuation of Eloquence. Fine Language, 
and Neatnels of Stile, may gratify the Ear, and humour 
the Fancy; but can never ſavingly touch the Con- 
ſcience, and change the Heart: Nothing ſhort. of 7 

the Eloquence of the Spirit can do that almighty F 

| | Verſe 2. For I determined not to know any Thing 
among you, ſave Feſus Chriſt ans him crucified, 

_ Chriſt in the Glory and Excellency of his Perſon, 

the Fulneſs and Suitableneſs of his Offices, but eſpe- _ 

_ cially in the Depths of his Humiliation, and the My 

ſteries of his Death, was the great Subject of Pans |. 
Study and Preaching : The Satisfaction he found in 
this, the Delight it gave, and the Effects it produced 
upon his Soul, raiſed him above the Ph/oſophy and 

Es - HWiſdom the World is ſo ready to admire and dots | 

upon. Theſe Entertainments at the beſt were gut _— 

=: | | | VVV 


A A 
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r flat, and did taſte very infoidly-with him, in Com- 
s BY pariſon of Chriſt. And indeed, we are not to think 
8 it ſtrange, that a Man ſhould diſdain to feed any long- 
7 er on theſe Huss, after he once came to have a Reli 
a of that Divine Bread. 8 IJ a 
| © Verſe z. Ana I was with you in Weakneſs, aud in 
Fear, and in much Trembling, As the Apoſtle did 
> + not ſet off the Goſpel with ingenions Theories, re- 
find Specnlations, and elegant Expreſſions ; lo his 
' bodily Appearance bore a Reſemblance to the Plain- - 
©: nels of his Preaching. We find in Story, that Pau? 
> was of a low Stature, had a deformed Body, and a 
Pronunciation not very popular; which occaſioned - 
many dark Diſtruſts, and was Matter of great Dit- 
quietment, leſt the Goſpel ſhould be diſparaged becauſe 
of his bodily Infirmities. Allow me to obſerve by the 
Way, 'That a Man may be an eminent and great, an 
able and judicious, a learned and knowing, a faithful 
and ſuccesful Miniſter of Chriſt, and yet have but a ſmall 
Stock of Confidence, and want the Recommendation | 
bol an eloquent Tongue, a tuneable Voice, a grateful :; 
Delivery, and an infinuating Preſence and Mein. A 
| Verſe 4. And my Speech and my Preaching was 
noe with enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in 
Demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power. The 4 
Apoſtle does here again let us know, that, in preach>—= } 
ing the Goſpel, he did not proceed in the Way of 
the Heathen Orators and Philoſophers, which was to 
entangle Men with a pompous Ryetorick and elalo- 
rate Reaſonings ; but. he offered them a moſt convin- 
cing Evidence of the Truth of what he delivered, in 
the ſtrange Gifts and miraculous Operations of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and in that enlightning and irreſiſtible 
Work of Grace, which at Times did all on a ſudden, 
as it were, leave forcible and violent Impreſhons on 
their Minds. And, to render this Diſpenſation of the 
. Goſpel the more accountable, he gives in the next 
Verle the Reaſon for it. 


= Verſe 5. That your Faith ſpould not ſtand in tbe 
= T7/:{om of Auen, but in the Power of God. Saving. 


Fah 


— 


Faith in Chriſt, and the Belief of the Goſpel, being 1 = 


of a heavenly Original and Divine Nature, nothing 
þut the Hand of Omnipotence itſelf can guide it in- 
to the Heart, And the Apoſtle will have them to 
know, that this is not to be done after the Manner of 
Men, and according to the faſpionable Mode of the 
Philoſophers of that Age; but muſt entirely be aſcri- 
bed to a Divine Power, that delights to do mighty 
Things by weak Inſtruments, and is more honoured, 
and receives a greater Glory by the Simplicity of the 
Goſpel, than from all the Garniſhing of a Iuſcious E- 
toguence and luxuriant Wit. F 3 
But to remove their Contempt, and rectify the un- 


_ reaſonable Prejudices the Corinthians indulged them- 


ſelves in, againſt the Excellency of his Miniſtry, and 
that they might receive more becoming Apprehenſions 
and a better Temper, he addreſſes himſelf to them in 


the Words of the Text; Howbeir, wwe ſpeak Wiſdom, 1 


&c. I intend to open up theſe Words with great 


Simplicity, and ſhall not affect any Shews of Learning 


in dividing the Text, ſetting forth the Original, and 


obſerving what the Fathers, the Commentators and 


the Criticks have ſaid upon it ; the Meaning of it is 


eaſily underſtood, and I ſee no Neceſſity it ſhould in Þ 


this Manner be wrought upon. In the Words then 
we have theſe five Things obſeryable ; Oe 13; 
I. The Exceilency and Advantages of the Goſpez, 


* % 
* 
n 


or Doctrine of Salvation in and through Chriſt, above 
any other Religion or Inſtitution that ever was in the 
World; and this appears from the honourable Deſig- 
nation and diſtinguiſhing Epithets beſtowed upon it. 
It is called Wiſdom, the Wiſdom of God, the Wiſdom 


of God in a Myſtery, the hidden Wiſdom, which G 


Sud of 4tined before the World unto our Glory. 


15 


A! 
R 
tl 
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8. The Vanity and Deceitfulnels of natural Rea. 


fon and Philoſophy, and their utter Inſufficiency to 


conduct Men to Salvation, and make them happy. | 
T ve Miſdom of ibis Morla, aud of the Prinoes of this | 


World, that come to nought. 


»e- * 


3. The great Ignorance and Blindneſs of Mind 


which 


— 


3 


* A 
. 


8 & which the moſt admired Philoſophers and wiſe Men 
g among the Heathens lay under, with reſpe& to the 
- WM Myſtery of the Goſpel, and the Method of Salvation 
o | through a Mediator. Which none of the Princes of 
f EF his World knew. N 0 

e 4. The conſtant Duty and chief Buſineſs of all the 
= | Miniſters of Chriſt, 7. e. to preach the Goſpel to their 
7 _ Hearers, and endeavour to get their People inſtructed 
= in, and acquainted with, the Myſtery of Religion and 
2 Oodlineſs, as it lies in the Knowledge end Faith ef 
- _ Chriſt, But weſpeak the Wiſdom of God in a Myſter y. 
F. The high Efteem and reſpectful Treatment aud 
* Uſage which the Goſpel meets with among ſpiritual 
and judicious Chriſtians. Altho' many in the World 
that have Parts and Learning, and much of human 
i Underſtanding above others, do flight and abuſe the 
' Goſpel; yet there is a Remnant who through Grace 
= admire Goſpel-myſteries, and ſee a wondertul Deco- 
rum in them, Howbeit, we ſpeak Wiſdom among 
|= zbem that are perfect. ” 
"* Theſe Particulars give us the Senſe of this Text fo 
far as I am to conſider it, and let us ſee the ſeveral _ 
Parts of which it is compoſed: I defign, through the 
Lord's Aſſiſtance, to make theſe Things the Subject 
of my Diſcourſe; and J ſhall endeavour to proceed as 
far upon them, as the Time and your Patience will 
allow. LI return to the firſt of thelee _ 


I. The Excellency and Advantages of the Go- 
ſpel, or Doctrine of Salvation in and through Chriſt, 
above any other Religion or Inſtitution that ever was 
in the World; and this appears from the honourable 

Deſignation, and diſtinguiſhing Titles beſtowed upon it. 

And of theſe I ſhall ſpeak in their Order. 
I. The Goſpel is called Viſdom. It is the very 

& Height and Top of Wiſdom ; here it begins, and u- 

pon this Foundation it is raiſed and carried on to Per- 
ſection. All the Parts and Properties of Wiſdom agree 
and meet here. It makes us underſtand our true and 
ny Intereſt, girefts us to our main End, . the 
4 - D | | Olce 
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Choice of the beſt and fitteſt Means to promote it. It 
cauſes us foreſee the Fvils that endanger it, and ſecures 
us againſt them; for it obliges all other Conſiderations 


- to yield to it, and enables us to provide for the future 


and laſt Iſſue of Things. This Wiſdom greatens the 
Mind, enlarges the Faculties with the moſt uſeſul and 
noble Diſcoveries of the Nature, Attributes, and Wor- 
ſhip of God; the Way of ſerving him acceptably, and 


living a Life of comfortable Communion with him. | 


It points out our Miſery by Nature, the Corruptions 
and Deceitfulneſs of our Hearts, and our Remedy and 
only Recovery by Chrilt, and the Neceſſity of being 


united to him by Faith, in order to our obt:ining an | 
Intereſt in him. It inſtructs us in the Nature and 


Conſequences of Sin, the Stratagems of Satan, the 
Vanity of the World, the Worth of - the Soul, the 
 Wiſdomof Religion, the Preciouſneſs of Chrift, the 
Beauty of Holineſs, and the tranſcendent Value and 


Importance of ſpiritual and inviſible, future and eter- 


nal Things. The Goſpel, by the Blefling and Power 
of the Spirit upon it, is able to make us wiſe unto Sal- 


vation, and is profirable for Doctrine, for Reproof, 


for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs ; that 


the Man of God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed 


2inro all good Works, 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17. 


I TheGoſpel teaches no new Philoſophy, but it makes b 


Men the beſt and wiſeſt Philoſophers. It teaches us to 
_ reaſon right, Reaſon is never glorious till it be enlight- 


ned by Faith; then it appears clear and bright, and the 
| Luſtre and Splender of it ſhines: as che Sun.“ All 


© Wiſdom and Philoſophy that proceeds not upon the 


Truth and Certainty of the Principles of the Go- _ 


A ſpel (as an excellent and great Man expreſſes it) is 


ce but a prepoſterous. and pernicious Wiſdom, which 


ce flows from a falſe Suppoſition, and a wrong State of 


be Things, and runs upon a continual Miſtake. * How 


current and valuable ſoever this Wiſdom may be in 


the World, it is but ſhort and purblind; it cannot look 
far, nor hold out long; and is always applied to little 
and low Purpoſes, and has much Folly at the End of 
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it: For it expires and goes out in great Shame and 
Diſappointment, Miſery and Ruin. It may make a 
Man to be reputed wife for a ſhort Time, but it really 
makes à Fool of him for ever. 
2. The Goſpel is called the Wiſtom of God. Chriſt, 
whoſe Perſon is the firſt and immediate Object of that 
Faith by which we are commanded to believe in him, 
is the great and main Subject of the Goſpel ; and the 
Method of Salvation both from the Guilt and Power 
of Sin, by him as our Mediator, is a Contrivance of 
| deep and admirable Wiſdom. This advances the Ho- 
nour of all the Divine Attributes, and js ſuited to all 
the Exigencies of human Nature. Herein every Di- 
* ſtreſs has a Remedy, every Grievance is hereby re- 
| drefled, all Difficulties are-ſolved, and the Difference 


betwixt God and his People adjuſted for ever. In this 


Diſpenſation, Juſtice Mercy and Truth are met toge- 
\ ther, Righteonſneſs and Peace have kiſſed each other. 
The Goſpel, not only in this Article, but in all 
other Parts of it, carries undeniable Marks of its 
being the Wiſdom of God. All the Doctrines of the 
| Chriſtian Faith, all the Precepts, all the Motives, by 
which it enforces the Duties it enjoins, with the Prin- 


. F, ciples, Rules and Ends of every Action, and the 


> Whole Manner and Circumſtances of thele, are ſuitable 
to the excellent and great Wiſdom of God; and when 
all of them are laid together, and compared one with 
another, they compoſe the molt heavenly and divine, 
wiſe and rational, beautiful and charming, profitable 
and uſeful, regular and conſiſtent, and the molt entire 
and perfect Frame and Scheme of Religion that ever 
the World ſaw; Here all is pure, all fincere, nothing 
| amiſs, nothing wanting, nothing too much, but ſuch. 
a complete Rule of Faith and Manners, as is moſt 
worthy of infinite Wiſdom, and terds entirely to ad- 
vance the Glory of God, and the perſonal and pub- 
lick, the temporal and eternal Happineſs of Men. 
Now, beſide the intrinſick Goodneſs and Excel- 
lency of the Goſpel, I might prove it to be the Wiſ- 
dom of God, from the Choice, the Character 8 
2h 1 8 DS | & - | e. 
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Deportment of the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel x 
and alſo inſtru this from the Quality, the Conditions 
and Effects of the great, numerous, evident and pub. 
lick Miracles that were wrought, and the various and 
manifold Predictions that were in a very preciſe and 
circumſtantiated Manner accompliſhed, for the Confir- 
mation of the Goſpel : And beſides, I might make it 
further appear from the ſpeedy Propagation and In- 
creaſe of it, and the great Conqueſt it obtained, 
purely by ſpiritual and heavenly Methods, over the 
moſt furious Aſſaults it did undergo from the combin'd 
Strength and united Powers of Hell and the World. 
But this Argument exceeds the Bounds of my Project, 
and requires a long and full Diſcourſe of ref Ip 
3. The Goſpel is called the W:/Jom of God in 4 
Myſtery. We may define a Myſtery to be, A Pro- 
5 poſition or Truth, the Certainty or Probability of 
ce which the Mind does not diſcover, or arrive at, 
ee by the Enquiry of Reaſon, or the Deductions made 
c from ſuch Ideas as it has got by the Uſe or Exerciſe 
ce of its natural Powers or Faculties: But it is a 
„ 'Truth, the Nature of which exceeds the Reach | 
c and Comprehenſion of Senſe and Reaſon, and the 
cc Diſcovery and Knowledge of which muſt come 
cc either immediately or mediately from God, in an 
cc extraordinary and ſupernatural Way of Communi- 
0 cation.” Now, the whole Deſign and Contri- 
vance of our Redemption and Salvation, in and 
through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is a Myſtery. as 
The Mediatory Undertaking of the Son of God, 
and all the Parts and Circumſtances of that OEcono- 
my, are Matter of pure Revelation; and it was not 
poſſible to be diſcovered and found out by Reaſon, 
bag not God been pleaſed to reveal it to us. The 
ſharpeſt Wits, and molt accompliſh'd Philoſophers 
in the World, could ſay nothing of this. Philoſophy 
and Reaſon here are ſhallow empty Things. It is 
very entertaining to obſerve, how the great Apoſtle 
_ glories and triumphs in this Argument, 1 Cor. i. 19, 20. 
Where is the Wiſe? Where is the f on 
a "World? 
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World? Has not God made fooliſh the Wiſdom of this 
World The Contrivance of Redemption was a Work 
ſo myſterious and profound, that it would have eter- 
nally puzzled the Wiſdom of the Angels; and Paul 
obſerves, that it was not below them to be let into the 
Underſtanding and Knowledge of it: To the Intent, 
ſays he, that now tmto the Principalities and Powers 
might be known the manifold Wiſdom of God, Eph. 
ili. 10. N 
4. The Goſpel is he hidden Wiſdom, which God 
ordained before the World unto our Glory. It is ad- 
mirably contrived, by the Wiſdom of God, and unal- 
terably determined by his Will, and moſt kindly in- 
tended by his Grace, for the eternal Salvation of our 
Souls. In the Concert of Redemption was hidden . 
Wiſdom! The Deſign and Contrivance of Man's 
Salvation, as it was laid in the Covenant of Redemp- 
tion, was Wiſdom hidden in God his eternal Decrees 
and Counſels concerning it, Eph. ili. 9. 241y, It is 
hidden in Chriſt, Col. ii. 3. 344%, It is hidden in the 
| Scriptures, Rom. xvi. 25,26. 4thly, It was hidden 
in the Types and Shadows of the Law. 5h, It 
Was and ſtill continues to be hidden from the natural 


Man, and many profound Scholars and Politicians 
” who dive into the Myſteries of Nature and State, 


1 Cor. ii. 14. Matth. xi. 25. Gt hay, This Wiſdom 
is hidden from the Lord's People themſelves, not 
abſolutely, but comparatively, Although all Chriſt's 
Babes are beautified with this Salvation, and 
have, in the Meaſure and Proportion, the Time 
and Manner that infinite Wiſdom thinks fit, the 


| Myſteries of the Kingdom ſavingly revealed unto 


them; yet ſome Believers have more diſtin&t and 
clear Apprehenſions of theſe Things than others 
Their Conceptions are larger, their Notions better 
_ digeſted and methodized, they can talk more fluently 
of them, they can communicate them more edifying- 


ly to others, they can apply them more skilfully and 5 I 
 ſeaſonably to their own Cale and Neceflities, they can 


reaſan more cloſely, * further, and build deep- 


s 
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er than others can do; y 


theſe Things, in Compariſon of what they ſhall have 
0 Heaven. I 


Yea, I will venture to preach it, That the pooreſt 
and meaneſt, the darkeſt and moſt confuſed, the moſt. 
doubting and perplexed of all Chriſt's Myſtical Mem- 


bers, ſhall no ſooner get into Heaven, but their Know- 
ledge of the Nature and Perfections of God, the 


Glory and Excellency of Chrift, the Myſtery of re- 
deeming Love, the knotty and perplexing Scenes of 


Providence that have been a dark Cloud to them, 
ſhall, in Point of Clearneſs, Certainty and Perſecti- 
on, unſpeakably exceed the Knowledge of the deep- 


s eff 1 and moſt learned Profeſſor of Divinity on 
The Knowledge of the one in Heaven then, will 
as far go beyond the Knowledge of the other on Earth 
now, as the Underſtanding of the moſt finiſhed Phi- 
| loſopher and Wiſeſt Man in the World is above the 
Knowledge of a Child or a Fool, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 
-, CTC 


. The ſecond Thing obſervable in the Text is, the 
Vanity and Deceitfulneſs of Philoſophy, and its utter 
Jaſificiency to conduct Men to Salvation, and make 


them happy. 


III. The 7h:ird Thing obſervable is, the Tenorance = 
and great Darkneſs of Mind the moſt admired Philo- 
ſophers among the Heathen, as well as the moſt ce- 
lebrated Doctors among the Jews, were in, of the 
Goſpel, and Method of Salvation through a Mediator. 
I )heſe Heads I ſhall caſt together, and conſider them 


ne cannot be expected that I ſhould examine all the 
wild and indigeſted Theories of the Philoſophers, and 
enter into their particular Diſputes, and their different 


yet che moſt enlightned 
and ſanctified of the People of God, while they are 
in the World, have but partial and narrow Views of 


Re, ag 1 et 
and contrary Hypotheſes ; this would engage me in a 
Connection which 'makes a long Hiſtory : And, as I 

do not ſee great Edification it would give, ſo I have + 
neither Leiſure nor Inclination for it. All then I can 
find as Matter of Charge and Accuſation againſt the 
Greek and Heathen Philoſophy, ſhall be comprehen- 

ded under the following Propoſitions 
1. That the Philoſophers were ignorant of the 
ſpiritual Nature and Perfefions of God, and had no 
Speculations concerning the Divinity, but what were 
fo uncertain, inconſiſtent and abſurd, that they ran 
_ Polytheiſm, and jultified one Kind of Idolatry or 
N „„ 
2. That they were e ure . with the right and 
or! 


acceptable Way of w ping God; 25 by the 
erior gods, Demons, 


Homages they paid to their in 
Spirits, Statues and Images, and their profane, lewd, 
inhumane, barbarous and impious Myſteries, they 

plainly diſcovered that they were ſubject to the De- 

vil, and under the Government of evil Spirits. 
3. That they knew not the true Caule of Man's 

Corruption and Miſery, nor underſtood the Aral 
Evil of Sin, and the Reaſon why we are liable to the 

Fuſtice and Wrath of God. EE GE 
4. That they were abſolute Strangers to the Re- 
medy, and Way of our Recovery out of this miſe- 

rable Condition; nor did they underſtand what Pro- 

| pitzation God would accept of, and in what Manner < | 
he would become reconciled to Sinners. = 

5. That they denied the Doctrine of the Reſur- 
rection of the Body, which they did ridicule and 
laugh at, as a Thing impoſſible in itſelf, and moſt un- 

-weanny of Gog - „ 
6. That whole Sects of Philoſophers denied the | 

Immortality of the Soul, and a future State of A 

Rewards and Puniſhments ; and ſuch other Philolo- | 

phers as appeared to aſſert and maintain theſe Things, | 
| ſpoke with ſuch Uncertainty and Diſſidence, and fo 

expreſly contradicted at 12 Time what they affirmed 


rer 
a ; DE Sar =. 
8 * — Os * 

8 - x : 3 OA 


— ü . r , 2 
wo” * 7 : * ” — * — Low , * * 7 2 * 


P CITY 
ae” 1 a8 - 
. F » 
; * 
93 
/ 
— 
* 


. 
" 4 K 8 8 COIL P * * N * 8 1 Nn , n 8 * 
g N f a 3 * ; * =p * F N * wh, 
7 . 1 1 x A 
* 
as * . * 
: ” 

1 — — Y 


at another, that it does not appear they had any ſet- 


tled and firm Perſwaſion of them. re 

7. That thoſe Philoſophers who wrote and ſpoke 
belt of another World, were ſo nice, ſubtiis and me- 
zaphyſical in their Reaſonings, and ſo much above 
the Level of common. Capacities, who cannot get 


through a long and intricate Train of Propoſitions, 
inſomuch that the Bulk and Groſs of Mankind were 
incapable of getting any Conviction and Edification | 


from them, 


8. They had no complete Body of Erhicks, no 


+ . 


entire and regular Syſtem of Moralizy,which might be 


a Rule and Standard for Men to direct, their Conduct, 
and govern themſelves by. ST e 
9. That, altho' the Philoſophers had ſeveral witty 


and little Precepts, and dropt many fine Sayings and 


grave Sentences, yet they all failed in one very mate- 


rial Point, and that was to inſtruct and make out the 


1 


the Deſign and Ends into which it 


| Principles upon which Morality is mul ul built, 


uſt ultimately 


be reſolved, and the Foundation it is to be built upon, 


ſo as to maintain its Credit in the World. 


10. That, when Philoſophy was in its greateſt Glo- 
ry, the ſeveral Sects were fo divid, 

reign Good and chief Happineſs of Men, and had 
ſuch oppoſite Opinions, and were ſo ſtiff and obſiinate 


in them, that they never decided any one Controver- 


ſy, but loſt themſelves in the Noiſe and Wrangle of 

. Diſputation. © Bod e Moawad 

II. That theſe Thipgs they happened to agree.in, 
e to explain and teach 


and were ſureſt of, and beſt ab 
others, yet they had not Power and Authority 


enough to recommend them effectually to the Appro- 


Þation, the Choice, and the Praftice of the World. 


112. That the Philoſophers held the Laufulneſ, of 
many great and crying 2 ;, they contradicted their 
own Acknowledgments and Writings, and lived and 
died many of them in ſcandaſaus Practices, This is 


not charged only upon their ordinary and trifling 


Philoſophers, * but the greateſt Men that ever lived po 
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divided about the /ove- 


WE © 8 y ; 
the Heathen ee theſe Things imputed to 
them, even Men who diſcourled and wrote with won- 

derful Wit and Smartneſs, great Fineneſs and Force 
of Argument. 3 fo 

Had I Time to follow out and enlarge upon theſe 

Propoſitions, they would give a true State of the Phi- 

loſophy that was in the World before Chrift, and with 

reſpect to what it has been ſince His and the Apoſtles 
Days. This much I think may be obſerved concern- 
ing it, That there has hardly been one Scheme or Sy- 
ſtem of Philoſophy, but what, either by its own natu- 
ral Tendency, or through the Abuſe and Perverſnels of 
ill-diſpoſed Men, has been thought to have ſomething 
or other in it that is employed to the Prejudice of Re- 
_ Jigion, and madeUle of either to πhaermine or corrupt 
it, or add to the Chriſtian Faith, I hope this Aſſer- 
tion will not ſcandalize any of my Hearers; I ſhall 
within a little, ere I leave this Place, willingly make 
ſuch Acknowledgments as are needful to ſoften and 
qualify thoſe Remarks I now crave leaveito enter upon. 
Thoſe who are acquainted with the learned Writ- 
ings of Antiquity, fay, That the Plaronick Philo- 
ſophy left very bad Effects upon the Minds of many 
of the molt primitive and venerable Fathers, who in 
ſeveral weighty and grave Points gave into a Way of 
expreſſing their Thoughts that is not to be de ended. 

And, after great Pains, learned Men have not been 
able to purge theſe Worthies of the Dregs of this Phi- 
loſophy, by the Mixtures of which, Chriſtianity was 

per plexed with 04 and extravagant Conceitss. 

© Afterwards the ohcure and meraphyſical Notions 

of Ariſtotls became the fundamental Laws of Phils: 

ſophy and Divinity. The Schools for many Ages 

were filled with that itricate Philoſophy; and the 
Popiſp Theologues have by it ſtrangely mainrained their 

Tyranny. over the Conſciences of Men: They have 

here a Sanctuary for the Idolatry, Superſtition, and all 


the other Follies that Religion is overgrown with. 2125 — 
The School- Divinity invented by Lombard and S. a 


tus was calculated for ſupporting the Papacy. It 1+ Þ 
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entirely founded on this Philofophy, and for the moſt 


part lies in 22neceJary Queſtious and idle Sophiſtry 
guarded under cbe Litern of ſubtil Diſtinctions and 


many hard Words. This Kind of Learning, beſides 


the Shelter and Props it afforded to Pride and Tgno- 
rance, and the Authority brought by it, to many 


bea Arguments and ill. grounded Opinions, it is 
thought to be good for no other Purpole but only to 
obſcure and perplex the Truth, ingender Strife, mul- 


tiply Diſputes, diſorder Mens Notions, delude the 
Simple, and lead the Learned into a Labyrinth of 
Words, till they loſe Sight of every Thing that can 


lead them out again. 


While true Learning was buried under this Rub- 


biſh, and Divinity as well as common Senſe lay long 
oppreſſed with ſuch unweildy Baggage, you know, at 


laſt that Prodigy of Parts, Des Cartes, put Mankind 
upon another Way of thinking, and introduced a Phi- 
loſophy that altered the old Foundations, and gave a 


great Allarm to the World. Spinoza, one of the 


rankeſt and molt celebrated Atheiſts that lived inthe laſt, 


or perhaps any other Age, was debauched (it is ſaid) 


by the Carteſian Philoſophy ; the Principles of which * 
are ſuppoſed to have a 'Tendency to Atheiſin, be- 
cauſe they teach, 120, A Notion of Matter or cor- 


Poreal Subſtance independent upon the Power of God. 


240, They pretend to account for the Appearances 
of Nature, and the Pha@nomens of the Univerſe, 
from the Mechanical Laws of Motion, without a par- 
ticular Providence. 37io, They deny final Cauſes, 
which are a known and received Proof of the Wiſ- 
dom and Providence of God. 470, They encourage 


Scepticiſin, and allow Men to believe nothing as 


true and certain, but what they diſtinctly and clearly 
TEC CRE T 
Among others that have undertaken to expoſe the 
Blunders of the Periparerick and Carteſian Philoſo- 
phy, that contemplative and thoughtful Philoſopher, 


the ingenious and polite Mr. Lock, publiſhed his F/- 


ſay on Human Undorſtanding; a Book wrote, as [I 
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am informed, with as great Addreſs, and with as 
many Ornaments as any Performance of the Kind the 
World ever ſaw, either in our own or any other Lan- 
guage: And yet ſeveral Divines, as well as Philoſo- 
phers, of uncommon Parts and Learning, find fault 
with that Book, and ſtick not to ſay that the Prin- 
ciples laid down in it are geſtructive of the fundamen- 
tal Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and have counte- 


nanced the 1nfideliry and Deiſm which at this Day, IV 


like a Plague, ſpreads over the Nation. | 5 

I might carry my Remarks a little further, and 
obſerve, That even the incomparable Sir Jaac Neæau- 
ton, who is confeſſedly the greateſt Mathematician 


and Philoſopher now in the World, has not been fo 


happy as to eſcape all Cenſure. Some will not free 
his Principles from having an w2kindly Aſpect upon 
Religion, and being injurious to the Excellency of 


the Attributes of God, and the Perfection of his 


Works. This is the Charge of no leſs a Man than 
Mr. Leibnitz a learned Foreigner but lately dead, 
and who, while he lived, had the Reputation of an 
uni ver ſal Genius, and wrote a Book of his own, 


# that lies open to great Aſſaults, and is thought to ſub- 
ſtitute no teneable and conſiſtent Scheme of Things 
in the Room of the Faults he complains of, and Er- 


rors he condemns in other Philoſophers. 88 8 
To this Account I will, in the laſt Place, add the 
Myſtick Enthuſiaſtick Philoſophy, which has no Foun- 

dation to Jean upon but the rotten Props of Precari- 
ous Notions, and is compounded of ſuch ſingular 
Fancies of its own, as nauſeate judicious Men, and 


cannot be tolerated by the Solidity and Wiſdom of 


the Doctrines and Precepts of Chriſtianity. Jacob 
B———— is reckoned the Strength and Glory of all 


the Myſtick Philoſophers ; and indeed it muſt be con- 
felled, that, of all Men that ever wrote before or af- 


ter him, be ſeems to have been moſt eminently endow-. 
ed with the Talent of filling up ſeveral Volumes with, 
Words and Phraſes that have no Idea, no Senſe or 
Meaning belonging to them. Antonia * ; 
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8 
and other Myſtick Divines, convey. their Notions 
more openly, and write with greater Simplicity, And, 
i! Mr. Poiret, as you. obſerve throughout all bis Books, 
| appears to bear ſore upon his own Faculties, to give a 
Wl - p 8 turn and advantageous Colours to this Philo- 
= Erbe Reflections I have now made upon the Vf. 

dom of this NVorla, that comes to nought, ſhew it to 

be clear, and out of all Controverſy, That as Philoſophy 

is not that Wiſdom which can make us wiſe unto Sal. 
vation, ſo it may happen by an unskilful Management 
to be very prejudicial to our Salvation. A Vein of Phi- 

Lung, it it run too long, and be not in Time 
cloſed again, carries great Danger with it; and how 
5 valuable ſoever it may be in itſelf, and capable of being 


15 


- 


5 employed to good Purpoſes, yet, like other uſeful. 
1 Things, it has two Handles; and, wheg a Man holds 
i it by the wrong one, he very ſeldom eſcapes from 


But, before I proceed to enquire what Uſe or Im- 
prtovement we are to make of what has already been 
ſaid, it may perhaps be needful to remove any Offence 
I may have given, and take oft the Miſtakes this Part 
of my Diſcourſe is chargeable withal k.. 
I.!n the firt Place therefore, Leſt the learned Gentle- | 
men of the Univerſity ſhould apprehend any Thing 
I have ſaid to be ſpoken with a Deſign to diſparage 
their Profeſſion, or inſinuate that theYouth under their 
Care are in Danger of being corrupted by Philoſophy; 
J declare there was nothing than this farther from my 
Intention: For, as the Philoſophy they teach is of 
the /afeſt and moſt harmleſs Kind, fo they have ſuch 
a Reſolution to teach their Scholars good Principles, 
and keep ſuch a watchful Eye upon the Deviations and 
Wandrings of Philoſophy from the Paths of Truth, 
that they will not ſo much as ſuffer the ſmalleſt Ope- 
| ning and Vent of Error to remain unſhut up, nor al- 
low a Definition, Suppoſition, Axiom or Corollary to 
eſcape them, without guarding the ſame with all the | _ 
W een proper 


dioing abundance of Miſchief with it. 
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D ( 17 
proper Li mitations and neceſſary Antidotes that ſhould 
continually go along with them. A 
24h, I am very far from thinking that thoſe great 
| Philoſophers I have named were all Atheiſts and [nfi- 

| dels. It muſt be acknowledged, to their great Praiſe 
and Commendation, that they have furniſhed us with 
clear and ſtrong Arguments for the Yeing and Attri- 
butes of God ; and by the Obſervations they have made; 
and the Diſcoveries they have found out in Aſtronomy 
and natural Philoſophy, they moſt illuſtriouſly demon- ' 
ſtrate the Wiſdom and Perfection of the Works of God, | 
and own ſo much the natural Differences of Good and - 
Evil, and the certain and neceſſary Obligations of 
Morality, that they hold the ſame to be as demon- 
ſtrable as the Mathematicks. And, as to any other 
Poſitions laid down by them, which may be attended 
with dangerous Conſequences as to Chriſtianity, I think | 
It charitable, even OO e ee of ſuch Inferences 
as may be drawn from the Premiſſes, to ſuppoſe that 
they had no fixed and ſettled Deſign themſelves to be- IF 
tray the Truth, or deſtroy Religion; nor did they ſee 3 
ſo far into their own Propoſitions, as to diſcern that 
ſuch Conſequences are really deducible from them, o- 
therwiſe they would have renounced the Propoſitions 
or Principles for the Sake of the Conſequences. And 
we have the greater Reaſon to believe this, becauſe they 
do expreſly diſown and abhor theſe Conſequences 
when they are charged upon them, 2 
 _ 34ly, In Preaching againſt Philoſophy as in/uficient 
to Salvation, and ſometimes dangerous and pernicious 
to it, I do not condemn all uman Learning, and ab- 
ſolutely decry the Uſe of Reaſon and Philoſophy in 
Matters of Religion. The only Philoſopby I inveigh 
againſt is that which deſtroys Religion, oppoſes Chri- 
ſtianity, unravels all Things, ſhakes the moſt ſolid 
Principles, unſettles the Mind, cheats Men out of their 
Faith, and makes them Atheiſts, Infidels, Hereticks; 
as for any other Philoſophy and Learning, and Im- 
£ e ee of the Uſe of Reaſon, I think it is ſo far 
fem being contrary to * of Reyelation and 
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the Nature of Rede that, if theſe Things be kept 
within due Bounds, and under the Conduct of Grace, 
they are both a pleaſant Exerciſe of One's Mind, and 
alſo may do great Service to Religion, and prove very 
ornamental to a Miniſter of Chriſt, who is the bet- 
ter enabled thereby to encounter the Enemies of the 
Faith, drive them out of their Holds, and beat them 
at their own Weapons. Og OE 

To prove this, I need do no more but appeal to the 
many noble and excellent Books God has bleſſed our 
Age with, in which you know the whole Syſtem of 


Atheiſm and Infidelity, Deiſin, Sociniauiſin, Aria- 


niſm, Arminianiſm, Popery and Enthnſiaſm, with : 
all the Arguments for and againſt theſe Evils, is ope- 


ned up with that Clearneſs and Perſpicuity, that Cloſ- 


neſs of Reaſoning and Weight of Argument, that Va- 
riety of Learning and Superiority of Knowledge, and 
with that Truth and Exactneſs of Language, that you 

do not deny, ny Brethren, but the Time you redeem 


from other Exerciſes, and beſtow on theſe Writings, is 
| ſpent with an equal Degree of Profit and Satisfaction. 
But, that I may proceed to the fourth and laſt 
Thing obſervable in the Text, I am to ſpeak to, as. 


that in which the Duty of Minilters is moſtly concer- 
ned, I will now, from theſe Things I have been dil- 


courſing of, draw the following Concluſtons or Infe- 
Fences. i 


1. I infer, That natural Religion and natural 


Knowledge cannot ſave Sinners; Salvation and Hap- 
pinels are only to be had in the Chriſtian Religion, 
which contradifts the Doctrine of Salvation by the 


Powers and Works of Nature, in all the Parts of it. 
Every Thing between God and us mult be tranſacted in 
a Mediator. All the Promiſes of Mercy, Parden, 


Grace, Sanctification, Immortality, and eternal Life, 


are made in Chriſt. All fpiritual ſupernatural Influ- 


_ ences are derived from Chriſt. All the Prayers that 


we would put up to God in an acceptable Manner, 

and expect an Anſwer to, muſt be put up in the Name 
an 

their 
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8 L | ( 190 
their beſt Performances only acce 
count of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, Ads iv. 12. 
LAYNE: . 

2. J inſer, That thoſe Philoſophers who call them- 
ſelves Free-thinkers, and would be look d upon as the 
Wits and wiſe Men of the Ate, that have only the 
Uſe of Reaſon, and are delivered from Superſtition and 
the Impoſitions of Prieſts, are all of them in a moſt. 
wretched and deſperate Eſtate. Theſe Men, by their 
Philoſophy and Free-thoughts, have philoſophis'd and 
hong ht themſelves our all Hopes of Salvation and 
eternal Life; and, unleſs they change their Principles, 
they can never enter into the Kingdom of God: 'They 
have no Covenant- relation to God, no Mediator and 


| Saviour, no Right to the Promiſes, no Foundation 


for Peace of Conſcience; they are liable to all the 
Threatnings of the Goſpel, and are continually at the 
Mercy of the Devil and evil Spirits. This is the State 
and Condition of the Diſciples of Fpicurns, Spinoza, 
Hobbs, of the Deiſts and Sociniaus and Infidels, and 
whole Atheiſtical Gang, who blaſpheme the Divinity, 

Perſon, Incarnation, Satisfaction, Doctrine and Mi- 
racles of Chriſt; who ridicule the Scriptures indited by 
the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, reject all ſuper- 
natural Revelation as falſe, and liable to great Cheats 
and Impoſtures ; who banter and run down the Wif- _ 
dom and Neceflity of all Ordinances, ſacred Inſtituti- 
ons, and a ſettled Miniſtrv, and laugh at the natural 


pted, upon the Aq © 


Differences of Good and Evil, the eternal and unal- _ 


terable Obligations of Morality. This is the State of 
theſe wife Philoſophers, and a molt hopeleſs and aban- 
doned One indeed it muſt be. 35 

z. I infer the Neceſſity of captivating the Under- 
ſtanding to the Obedience of Faith. All Diſputes con- 
cerning the Myſteries of the Goſpel ought to be di- 
charged without any more ado. No Man ſhould be 


ſuffered to examine whether he ought to believe what 


God commands us to believe. It muſt be look'd upon 

as a firſt Principle, a ſelf- evident and undeniable Maxim, 
That Chriſtianity is of a ſupernatura? Order, and ”= : 
„ Es >" 1 201VEG-o 
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K 
ſolved into the greateſt and moſt infallille Reaſon, e- 


ven the ſupreme Authority of God; who propoles to di 
us Myſteries, not for finite, dark and fallible Creatures fi 
to comprehend, but to believe and adore, reverence | 

and admire, with that Humility and Submiſſion, that | oi 


Certainty and Perſwaſion, that is due to an infinitely 
wile, holy, juſt and good God ; who, as he cannot C 
be deceived and impoſed upon himſelf, ſo he will ne- V 
ver deceive and impoſe upon others. 3 | 
4. J infer the Incompetency of the Philoſopbick 
Tribunal to judge of Chriſtian Myſteries, which ſhould | R 


only be ſubmitted to the Bar of Revelation, 'The ir 
Doctrine of the Trinity, the Divinity, Incarnati- | 
on, Hypaſtatical Union, Sati faction of Chriſt, and | n: 


other Myſteries of the Goſpel, are not adapted to the by 
Telt of Philoſophical Diſputes ; Their Greatnefs and of 
Sublimity hinders them from ſtooping to them. Their 1 
eſſential Character and Property is, to be the Object 0! 


of Faith, and not of Science; and they would be no } ol 
longer Myſteries, if Reaſon could comprehend them. in 
It ſhould always be conſidered, that natural Things b 
bear no Proportion to ſupernatural ; and to level the g 
} Myſteries of the Goſpel to the Rules and Axioms of | of 

the Philoſophers, would be doing that which is incon- ce 
ſiſtent with the Nature of Things. If Men will be- u 
lieve nothing but what natural Reaſon can compre- al 
hend, and is agreeable to common Notions, they muſt fr 
chuſe Philoſophy for their Religion and Guide; but, = 
if they will believe the incomprehenſible Myſteries of n 
Faith, they muſt take Chriſtianiry, and abandon Phi- li 
3 „ : 5 a 

| IV. The fourth and laſt Thing I am to ſpeak to, fl 
> obſervable in the Text, is this, That it is the Duty 7 
and principal Buſineſs of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, Þ \ 

to inſtruct their Hearers in, and get them acquainted v 

with, the Method of Salvation, and the Myſtery of 7 
Religion and Godlineſs, as it lies in the Kow/edge and 2 

Faith of Chriſt. Bu we ſpeak the Wiſdom of God N 


n 4 Myſtery, &c. 
F 8 This 


CORE OY. - 
This is our Duty; and what I judge neceſſary for 

diſcharging it aright, may be comprehended under the 
five following Particulars. 
1. We muſt know Chriſt, and be well acquainted 
ourſelves with his Will. | 2 

2. We muſt preach nothing but the pure Will of 
| 7 and what we know and are ſure to be his 
3. We muſt preach Chriſt's Will whole and entire. 
4. We muſt preach Chriſt's Will, after we are by 
N Meditation and Prayer prepared for preach- 
| oe SC 3 . 
i 5. We muſt preach Chriſt's Will, not only doctri- 
_ rally and while we are in the Pulpit, but practically 
by our Lives and Example throughout all the Inſtances 
of a Chriſt-lke Converſation. 
1ſt, We muſt know Chriſt, and be well acquainted 
ourſelves with his Vill. Miniſters of the Goſpel 
ought to be Men of Learning and ſound Judgment 
in the Things of God; fo as to be able to diſtinguiſh 
between Truth and Error in its moſt flattering Diſ- 


guiſes and ſubtile Appearances, and make a Difference 


of thoſe Things which are certain, profitable and ne- 
ceſſary, from ſuch as are uncertain, unprofitable and 
{ unneceſſary. We ſhould underſtand how to divide 
and ſeparate aright e ſential and fundamental Truths 
from occaſional Notions, that we may lay upon each - 
that Value and Streſs which is due to them. Funda- 
mental Principles are 22a/terable and immutable, a- 
like and the ſame every where, at all Times and Oc- 
caſions; every Perſon's Salvation depends upon them, 
and they have a direct Tendency and immediate In- 
fluence towards a holy Life, and they are more clearly 
revealed and peremptorily enjoin'd than other Things: 
Whereas ee, Notions are only little Topicks, 
which owe their Riſe to Accidents and human Conſide- 
rations, and are only adapted to particular Views 
and Junctures, and are either thought to be right or 
wrong, true or falſe, good or evil, according to the 


7 


7 
22 


Exigencies of Love or Hatred, Humour or Paſſion, 


Intereſt and Deſign. 25 
We ſhould have our Judgments well-informed with 
a ſettled and true Notion of Faith, in its Nature, 


Cauſe, Subject, and the Motives, Inducements or 


Arguments which the Spirit, after this Grace is in- 


fuſed, makes Uſe of, to ſtrengthen and confirm it. 


We muſt underſtand the Degrees of Faith, and the 
Differences obſervable in them; as alſo its ſeveral 
Kings, and the Variety of its Objects. The not being 
ſo diſtinct and clear in theſe Things, has bred, in my 
Apprehenſion, the Diſorder and Confuſton that is ob- 


ſervable ſometimes in ſeveral Notions and Diſcourſes 


about this Grace. Some make the eſſential Notion or 


adequate Nature of ſaving Faith to conſiſt in that 
which is only an Effect ot Faith as it is real or true, 
or a Degree of it as it is ſtrong ; and ſo, by theſe un- 


{ettled Conceptions of it, and confounding and mix- 
ing together Things perfectly diſtinct and different 


one from another, we are ſo perplexed and involved, 


that we cannot underſtand the Meaning, the Scope 
and Intention of their Writings about it. 
If we would know the Will of Chriſt, we muſt 
| be skilſful and well-verſed in the holy Scriptures ; all 


our Materials mult be brought from thence, our Mat- 


ter- and Expreſſions are to be derived from them. 
Without the Knowledge of the Scriptures, all our other 
Attainments amount to nothing. Let it be our Care 


then to take uparight its Meaning, Senſe and Deſign, 


that we may ſtate and explain its Truths truly, 


prove them ſolidly, defend them zealouſly, apply them 


uitably, and with Propriety and Senſe deſcant and 
reaſon upon them. „%% 8 
It is a noble Deſcription our Lord gives of a Goſ- 
pel- miniſter, which we read, Marth. xiii. 52. Every 
Scribe which is inſtructed unto the Kingdom of Hea- 
wen, is like unto a Man that is an Houſbolder, which 
_ bringeth forth out of his Treaſure Things new and 
q. It was the Character of Apollos, that he was 
mighty in the Scriptures, a Man well inſtructea + 
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the Way of the Lord, Acts xviii. 24, 25, 26. And, 
that a Miniſter may come up to ſuch a Character, it 
is not enough that he be a mpeg Divine, who 
makes Religion and Theology only a Science, and 
{tudies it as a Piece of Learning, and a Part of that 
general Knowledge in which he deſires to be reputed 
a Maſter, and is unwilling to be ignorant of, becauſe 
it is an Ornament of Converſation, and procures a 
Man Eſteem and a Vogue in the World. A Miniſter 
_ whois in Love with Learning, and ambitious to cul- 
tivate his Mind by Study and Reading, may attain to 
a great Height of Speculation, and yet be without 
Union with Chriſt, or any true Affection to him: 
Therefore the Knowledge we ſhould all principally 
covet and labour after, ſhould be that of an infuſed 
* { Faith, and Which is the Effect of the Spirit's Opera- 
tion upon the Heart, begetting a ſpiritual Manifeſta- 
tion and Emanation of God and Chriſt. 2x1 


Z The other is the Product only of a common Grace, 
and flows from Education and natural Principles: 
And tho? a Miniſter with it only, can be uſeful to the 
L World; yet, if he have no more, he will be but a 
l Caſtaway himlell 3 9 
2 aly, We mult preach the pure Will of Chriſt, 
. and nothing but what we know and are ſure is his 
r Will: We are not to preach any Thing in Chriſt's 
Name, but what we have his own Authority for ; nor 
bh ought we to deliver any Meſſage that we got not in 
5 Commiſſion. God will accept nothing off our Hands, 
N but what he himſelf did appoint ; and he will always 


d have his own Work to be done by his own Ryles. 
We who are the Preachers of the Goſpel, are not 
the Authors, but the Receivers only, of the Truths 
y which we publiſh, 1 Cor. xi. 23. I have received of 
- rhe Lord, lays Paul, that which alſo I delivered un- 
* 70 you And, in 2 Cor. iv. 5. he tells, We preach not 
2 ourſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord, and ourſelves 
as our Servants for Jeſus Sake. As we would not 
then incur our Lord's Diſpleaſure, and be cenſu- 
e red for going out of our Sphere, let us take Care that 
— — — ae we 
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we preach not, inſtead of the Doctrine of Chriſt, 


Human Inſtitutions, external Obſervances, Politicks, 


Heat hen Morality, Philoſophical Notiogs, donbrful 
\ Diſputations, School- Subtilties, our own Paſſions, 

rejudices and private Opinions, or the groundleſs 
Theories of others. While we preach thus, we preack 
not Chriſt, but, as he himſelf obſerves, we reach for 
» Dottrines the Commandments of Men, Matth. xv. 9. 


and, as often as we do ſo, we depart from that cloſs 


and immediate Regard we owe Chriſt ; we make Laws 
in his Church, invade his Regal Power, uſurp his Au- 
thority, take Poſſeſſion of his Throne, and impoſe a 
- Yoke upon the Conſciences of his Subjects and 
People, even where he has impoſed none. In every 


Thing we preach, let us adhere cloſely to the revea- 


ted Will of Chriſt, which is our authoritative and in- 


fallible Guide. It is to him ſpeaking to us by his Voice 


in the Scripture, and our own Conſciences, that we 
are to hearken; in his Word we mult only ſeek and 
| find the Faith. Fathers, Councils, Catholick Tradi- 


tion, antient Uſages, primitive Antiquity, pious, 


learned, found Divines, are Authorities that mult not 


overawe us to believe any Thing, or preach any Thing 


that we find not in the Bible. To he Law and the 
| Teſtimony let us go; and, if ve ſpeak not according to 
| theſe, it is rs 


e there is no Light in us. : 
Moſt remarkable are the Words of our Lord, the 


great Prophet and infallible Teacher of his Church, 
who gives it in Charge to his Diſciples, Call no Man 
pour Father on Earth, neither be ye called Maſters ; © 
for One is your Maſter, even Chriſt, Matth. xxili. 9. 
We muſt not allow any Man to be the Author and 
Governor of our Faith and Conſcience in Matters of 
| Religion and Salvation, nor give ourſelves up abſolute- 
ly to the Conduct of any 8 and Opi- 


nion: This would be to found our Principles and 


Religion on the fickle and inconſtant, the bumourſom., 
and paſſionate, the inconſiſtent and contradictory 
Conceits of weak, prejudiſed and fallible Men; and to 
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proſtitute our Conſcience at their Feet, in Oppoſition 
to the revealed Will and Law of Jeſus Chritt. | 
It is alſo very obſervable, that when ſome Chriſti- 
ans in the CHurch of Corinth, contrary to this Law and 
Command of Chriit, fell into a ſinful Admiration of 
the Perſons of ſome particular Miniſters, and were 
ſuperſtitiouſly ſetting them up above their Brethren, 
as if Truth and granny, +] were only in their Poſ- 
ſeſſion; I fay, it is very obſervable, that, when ſome 
of this Sort were making Paul their Leader, this emi- 
nent Apoſtle rejects the Motion with Diſdain, and 
zealouſly enquires at them, Was Paul crucified for 
you ? or were you baptized in the Name of Paul? 
as we read in 1 Cor. i. 9. By this we ſee how un- 
reaſonable it is to pin our Faith on any Perſon's Sleeve, 
however ſo eminent in Gifts and Attainmetits ; and 
how neceſſary it is for us not to do fo, in order to our 
preaching the Goſpel pure, and advancing nothing as 
the Doctrine and Will of Chriſt, but what really is his 
22 %%% 8 
zaly, We mult preach all Chriſt's Will, and deli- 
ver it to our People whole and entire: Nothing ne- 
ceſlary to be known, believed and practiſed, in order 
to Salvation, is to be kept back from them. All the 
Truths of the Goſpel, in their Connection with, and 
Dependence one upon another, with the Principles, 
Rules, Motives and Ends of Duty, and the Manner 
and Circumſtances of the Whole, in a Suitableneſs 
to their Capacity, are to be ſtated and laid open to 
them. But, above all Things, firſt the Foundation is 
to be laid in Knowledge and Faith; I mean, the 
Chriſtian Knowledge and Faith of that great funda- 
mental Article, in which all the other fundamental 
Articles and the whole Bible do centre and terminate, 
namely, That Jeſus is the Chriſt, the only-begotten 
Son, the eternal Son of the living God, the ęrernal 


Mord and Wiſdom of the Father, who, being eſſential- 1 
ly God, did, according to the determinate Counſels 
and Purpoſes tranſacted in 25 Covenant of Redemp- 


_ 
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tion, aſſume, in the Fulneſs of Time, the human 


i vert the whole Myſtery and Work of our Redemption 
1 fret Exactneſs and Judgment by the moſt pious and 


tempt it after him. Thoſe who deſire Satisfaction on 
this Point, will have it in the ſecond Chapter of his 
Chriſtology ; where, as allo in the Preface to that 
Work, they will find full and copious Obſervations. 


and zealouſly ſtand up in Defence of the Faith, when 


Churches, and the Poiſon already ſpread to our very 
_ Cates. Too many it is to be feared of our Diſſenting 


to the Arians ; ſeveral alſo of the Church-Divines 
are imbarked alſo in the ſame Bottom: What the End 


| Theft we have is melancholly,and I do believe, to the 
faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, is the Subject of many 


1 an. He ff, To 4 hh, 7” 


Nature, a true Body and à reaſonable Soul, into a 

l perſonal Union with the Divinity ; and fo he became 
Man, and continueth to be both God and Man in two 

i diltinck Natures, and one Perſon for ever. Faith in this 

8 reat Article, and the conſequent ones of his Death and 

| Varl lac ion, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, Exaltation, In- 
te.erceſſon and Offices, is the great? ppore of Chriſtians, 
and the only Refuge of Sinners. The explaining, pro- 
'F ving, defending and applying this, has always been the 
ll. Preaching of the Goſpel ; and the doing it was never 

\ more ſeaſonable and heceſſary among us than now, © 
l when old condemned Hereſies are revived, and. new 
1 Errors broached in our Day, which deftroy the Fun- 
dations of Religion, and alter the whole Scheme of 
1 een, TY . 

i | I would have entred into a Detail of thefe Errors 
| which ſtrike at the Perſon of our Redeemer, and ſub- 
' 


buy him; but this being already done to my Hand with 


earned Doctor Owen, I have not the Vanity to at- 


It is ſufficient Warning for us, to be upon our Guard, 


the Infection is hroke out among the reformed 


Brethren of Englaua, after a gradual Falling- away, 
have made Shipwreck of the Faith, and gone over 


}f this Courſe will prove, I cannot tell; but the Pro- 


fecret Mournings. To conclude this firſt Part of the 
Head I am now upon, If we would help our People 
666% | N 3 | | an 
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to right Apprehenſions of the Faith, we muſt in- 
ſtruct them in the Cauſe, and deplorable Effects of 
Man's lapſea State, and ſhow them the Neceſſity and 
Nature of Regeneration, Union to Chriſt, in order to 
Communion with him, and an Intereſt in him. The Do- 
Arme of Juſtification, by an imputed Righteouſneſs, 
is diſtinctly to be cleared up; the Nature, Tenor and 
| Condition of the Covenant of Grace muſt faithfully - 
be declared; and the Danger and Errors of Armi- 
A niamſm, with the Injuries of that Syſtem done to the 
| | Grace of God, are duly to be repreſented, and the 
proper Antidotes laid in againſt them. on 
N 2. But, in the fecond Place, to finiſh this Head, If 
| we would preach the whole Will of Chriſt, having 
begun with Kuolenge and Faith, we muſt faith- 
fully build on this Foundation, and raiſe the Super- 
I ſtructure of a holy Life. Repentance, new Obedience 
and good Works are to be preached, as indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary to Salvation; and that the obtaining of eter- 
nal Life, and acting with a Reſpect to the Recompence 
of Reward, is a Chriſtian's Duty, and may be very 
lawfully and properly propoſed by him as the End 
thereof. It being of great Importance to ſettle this 
Point, I defign in a diſintereſted and impartial Man- 
ner to ſpeak my Mind; and that it may appear, while 
I do fo, I advance nothing but the conſtant Do- 
ctrine of the holy Scriptures from the Beginning of 
| the Bible to the End, I ſhall from a great Mulktitude 
pitch upon a few Paſſages, which, to my Uptaking, 
ſettle this Matter upon an Evidence beyond all rational 
Poabting, „„ on 
Geneſis iv. 7. If thou 4oft well, ſhalt thou not be 
accepted? Pal. xv. 1, 2. Lord, who ſpall abide in 
thy Tabernacle ? who (hall dwell upon thy holy Hill'? 
He that walketh uprightly, and worketh Righteouſ=- 
neſs, and ſpeaketh the Truth in his Heart. Pial. l. 29. 
To him that oraereth his Converſation aright, wild I 
hem the Salvation of Goa. IIa. iii. 10, 11. Say ye 
to the Righreous, that it ſhall be well with him; for 
they ſoall eat the _ of their Doings, Wo no — 
BE bt RE | „ 
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the Wicked, it ſhall be ill with him, for the Reward 
of his Hands ſball be given him. Micah vi. 8. He 
hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is good; and what 
aot h the Lora thy God require of thee,but to ao juſtly, 
and love Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 
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mited to him, and the Keys put into his Hands, and a 


* Wy * 
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and to judge Men according to them; He, in his Ser- 
18 mon on the Mount, ſets open the Way to Happinels, 
18 and ſhews us the principal Characters and Graces of 
{| Aa Chriſtian, which have not only a preſent Bleſſing 
ll pronounced on them, but the Promiſe alſo of an erer- 
i" nal Reward ſecured to them. Towards the Cloſe of 


4 muunto me, Lora, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of 
. F Heaven, but he that doth the Willof my Father which is 


ſoever heareth theſe Sayings of mine, and doth them, 


Houſe upon a Rock, Matth. vii. 21, 24. We are alſo 
told, Marth. xi. 12. That the Kingdom of Heaven ſuf- 


addreſſes himſelf to Chrift, to be taught by him what 


thou haſt, and give to the Poor, and thou ſhalt have 
Treaſure in Heaven, Matth. xix. 17, 21. We ſee 
Way to Life and Salvation. If we read the 25th 
rity and Beneficence, according to our Ability, are ne- 


taken of them in the Judgment of the Great Day, than 
many ſeem to be ſenſible of. But, to go on; In the 


bat bear the or of God, and keep it. And, in the 
8 %% an 


Dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who has al Judgment com- 


Power of preſcribing new Terms of Life and Death, | 


that Sermon he tells us, Not every One that ſaith 


in Heaven. And a little after he adds, Therefore ho- 

þ pill liken him unto a wiſe Man which built his 
i Fgereth Violence, and the Violent take it by Force. The 
8 young Man in the Goſpel being ſenſible that ſome go 
| Thing muſt be done for the attaining of eternal Life, ge 
it was. Chriſt anſwers him, F thou wilt enter into 
Life, keep the Commandments. Go and ſell what | 
from this, that keeping the Commandments, accor- 
ding as they are opened and made known to us, is the 
of Marth. from the 34. we ſee that Works of Cha- 


ceſſary to Salvation ; and that more Notice will be 


xith of Zyke and 28. Chriſt ſays, Bleſſed are they 


ce. Ws. a a. 
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.x3th Chapter and 5th v. this Book, He lets us 
know, that, except Men repent, they ſhall all periſh. 
And John xiii. 17. H ye know theſe Things, happy 
are ye i ye do them. e „„ --_ 
I be Apoſtles of Chriſt, they flow and abound alſo © |} 
in the ſame Strain, Acts iii. 19. Repent ye therefore, 
and be converted, that your Sins may be blotted out, 
when the Times of Refreſping are come from the Pre- 
ſence of the Lord. Rom. ii. 6, 7. Who will render b 
every Man according to his Deeds; to them who by | 
patient Continuance in Well-aoing, ſeek for Honour | 
and Glory and Immortality, eternal Life. V. 1o.— 
Glory, Honour and Peace to every Man that worketh 
good. V. 13. For not the Hearers of the Law are 
juſt before God, but the Doers of the Law ſhall be ju- 
ſiified. 1 Cor. ix. 24. So run, that ye may obtain. 
V. 27. But I keep under my Body, and bring it into 
Subjection: Leſt that by any Means, when I have 
preached to others, TI my ſelf ſbould be a Caſtaway. 
1 Cor. xv. 58. Therefore, my beloved Brethren, be ye 
ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always abounding in the Work 
of the Lord, knowing that your Labour ſhall not be 
T zn vain in the Lord. Gal. vi. 7, 8. Be not deceived, 
* — God ts not mocked : For whatfocever a Man ſoweth, 
bat ſhall he alſo reap. For he that ſoweth to the 
Fleſb, ſpall of the Fleſh reap Corruption; but be that 
= ſowerth to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap Life 
everlaſting. Phil. ii. 12. Work out your own Satva- 
tion with Fear and Trembling. 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19. 
_ Charge them that are rich in this World, that they 
Ao Good, that they be rich in good Works, ———lay- 
ing up in Store for themſelves a good Foundation a- 
gainſi the Time to come, that they may lay Hold on 
eternal Life, Tit. ii. 11, 12, 13, 14,15. For the 
Grace of God, that bringeth Salvation, bath appea= 
red to all Men, teaching us, that denying Ungoalineſs 
aud worldly Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteonuſly 
and goaly in this preſent World; looking for that 
bleſſed Hope, &c.— Tit. ii. 8. This is 4 faithful 
Saying, aud theſe Things Iwill that thou * con- 
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Hanny, That „ey who have believed in Gol, ng br 


be bur fu #0 maintain good Works : Theſe Things are 
geo and profirable unto Men. Heb. v. 9. Ana being 
made perfect, he became the Author of eternal Salva- 
rio: to all them that obey him. [James i. 25. But 
4whofo looketrh into the perfect Law of Liberty, and 
cominueth therein, he being not a forgetful Hearer, 
zut 4 Doer of the Work, this Man all be bleſſed in 
51 Deed. And in the 2d Chap. v. 14. What 20th it 
profit, my Brethren, ib a Man ſay he hath Faith, 


Vn bach not Works? Can Faith ſave him? V. 19. 


Fairh, if it have not Works, is dead. V. 20. But 
l thou know, O vain Man, that Faith without 


1 John 
Hi. 3. Every Man that hath this Hope in bim, puri- 
fer himſelf, even as he is pure. V. J. Little Chil- 


Aren, Jet wo Man Receive yon; he that aoth Righte- 


ede is Fighteons, even as he is righteous. V. 10. 
Whoſoever doth not Righteouſneſs, is not of Gol. 
Rev. Xxii. 12. Au behold, I come quickly, and my 
Reward is with me, to give every Man according as 
His Work Pall be. V. 14. Bleſſed are they that do his 


Commandments, that they may have Right to the 
Tree of Life, and may enrer in through the Gate into 
© From theſe clear, expres and full Declarations of 
Scripture, it is fo evident that Obedience and a holy 


Life are the Way to Happineſs and Salvation, that 


gations of the Word of God, or putting a Conſtru- 


Aion on it, that leaves no Senſe in it. But, as we 


we rmult alfo declare, that they are not the efficienr, 


Tppirifive, meritorious or inſtrumental Canſes of a 
Sinner's Zn/tifcarion, nor our fundamental Right 


+ 


Chriſt, 


Works is dead? V. 26. For as the Body without the 

Spirit is dead, ſo Faith without Works is dead alſo. 
z Pet. i. 5,6, 9, 8, 9, 10, 11. And beſides this, giving 
WH Diligence, add to your Faith, &c. 


there is no getting beyond the Conviction of this 
Truth, without dilowning the Authority and Obli- 


ard origins Tithe to Heaven; the Purchaſe of | 
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Chriſt, and the Promiſe of God founded thereon, is 
only that,: As alſo, That they are but imperfect in 
this Life, and bear no Proportion to the Reward. of 
free Grace; That they are wrought in us by the Spirit 
of God, and mult have Faith for the Root and Prin- 
ciple of them. Now, along with theſe Limitations, 
we are to, prels the Obligations of good Works and O- 


Vedi ence, and peremptorily recommend their abſol ute 


Neceſſity in order to our Salvation; and that the 


rather becauſe ſuch Doctrine at this Time, in regard 


of ſeveral Circumſtances, is particularly ſeaſonable, 


When, in Prejudice of it, theſe Theories are in great 


Eſteem and Reputation; . 
I. That all the Covenant of Grace requires of us, 


is no more but only to know and believe that Chriſt 
has done all for us; That we are to work nothing, 


do nothing, render nothing to God, but only appre- 
7 by Faith, ; VV 
2. That there is a Covenant of Grace, 1. As made 
with the Elect in Chriſt by a Covenant of Redemp- 
tion; 2. As made with Believers in Chriſt; 3. As 


made with all Sinners indefinitely, without Diſtinction 
of Nation, State or Condition: Which Covenant is 


deſcribed thus; God's gracious, irreverſible and ever- 


laſting Promiſe of Chriſt, and all Grace and Life in 


him, to Mankind-Sinners. 3 
3. That even the Unregenerate and Unbelieving have 


alla ſure, free, abſolute, conſtant and univerſal Right, 
| by Promiſe and Diſpoſition, to Chriſt and all his Be- 
nefits; which is a proclaimed, publiſhed, intimated 


Right, without any Nullity in it, and confirmed by. 
the Seal of the Sacraments to them. 


4. That Faith conſiſts in being verily perſwaded in 


our Hearts that Jeſus Chriſt is ours, and that whatſo- 
ever Chriſt did for the Redemption of Mankind, he _ 
did it for us; and that no Perſon ought to diſtruſt him- 


ſelf, but, if he will be perſwaded chat Chriſt is bis, he 


hall have him. 


3. That Faith juſtifies us declaratively ; and there- 


fore every Sinner is realy and actually pardoned and 
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im, and before he believe ir. wt 

6. That we are to act only from Life, and not 

for Life, or the obtaining the eternal Salvation of our 

own Souls. X 
J am ſenſible that theſe Principles have for their 


\ 


. 


© - - juſtified before the Gofpel-promiſe be, declared unto 


Credentials the Approbation and Authority of ſeve- 


ral very worthy and reſpectful Perſons, of real Holi- 
neſs and great Learning, and of whom I will never 
allow myſelf to think or ſpeak but with that Eſteem 
which is due to them, and with whom I readily ac- | 


knowledge that I am not worthy to be Compared in 


any valuable Reſpect: But, being under an Obligation 
of following the Convictions of my own Conſcience, 


J hope it is no Crime in me, that I have 4ifferenz 


Apprebenſions from theirs concerning theſe Propoſiti- 
ons, Which, if taken in a ſtrict Senſe, and according 


to the natural Import of Words, I cannot but preach 
againſt, as erroneous and dangerous, for the following 
V e xr Ex ey 


to /ove and wworſpip God, to bleſs and praiſe him, to 


reverence his Laws, to fear his Juſtice and Power, to 
depend on his Providence, to pray for the Supply of 
dur Wants, and the Pardon of our Sins: They con- 

- tradict the Scriptures, and are inconſiſtent with the | 
Scope of the Goſpel, and the Principles and Motives 
of Obedience: They renounce the Patterns of Scrip- 

ture- ſaints, and the Example of Chriſt himſelf : They 

impugn the Confeſſion of Faith, and leave the Weſt- 
minſter Aſſembly, with the Bulk and Generality of 

_ Proteſtant Divines throughout the reformed Churches 
abroad and at home, under an Ignorance of the My- 
ſtery of the Goſpel. If thoſe Doctrines be the Mina 


of Goa, and the Truth as it is in Feſus ; then it will 


Some of theſe Poſitions cannot be admitted, other- 
wiſe we ſhould abandon human Nature, and ſin 
agagainſt a very fundamental Law of our Creation: 

They weaken and relax the Obligations we are under 


: 


follow, that theſe holy and learned Men, whoſe or- 


thodox Principles, and ſound Judgment we value and 
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| reverence ſo much, were Strangers to Chriſt's Will, 
unacquainted with the true State and Nature, Tenor 
and Condition of the Covenant of Grace, and the 
Eſſence of Faith, and its Relation to Juſtification; 
and accordingly, in their numerous Writings left be- 
hind them, have convey'd to Poſterity, falſe and dan- 
gerous Repreſentations of theſe Truths. Therefore, 
in Oppoſition to theſe and ſuch like DoGtrines; let us 
hold forth, that it is every Perſon's Duty to en- 
deavour, as much as poſſibly he can, to become 
eternally happy; and that it is every Chriſtian's 
Duty to ſerve God with a Reſpect to the Recompence 
| of Reward; and that Repentence, Obedience and 
| good Works are neceſſary to the attaining of Happi- 
neſs: The Trutb, Certainty and Neceflity of which 
are eſtabliſhed by the Appointment and Command of 
God, the Deſign of Religion, the whole Tenor of 


the Bible, and the Reaſon and Nature of the Thing. 


Now, conſidering how the Genius and Language 
of Scr:pture run into this Strain, and do all concur. 
and agree in proclaiming the Matter, I hope, my 
Preaching accordingly, cannot be called Jegal Do- 
 Erine, nor derogatory to the Merits of Chriſt, nor 

prejudicial to the Freeneſs of God's Grace, nor con- 
trary to the Law of Faith, nor inconſiſtent with the 
| G Attainments, Liberty and Deſign of the 

n 5 8 

To conclude this Matter, We muſt preach the Ne- 
ceſſity of Faith and good Works, Knowledge and 
Practice, Repentance and new Obedience, that, with 
the Apoſtle in Acts xx. 26, 27. we may appeal to 
our Peoples Conſciences, and ſummon them in, as 
Witneſſes to bear Record for us at the Bar of Chriſt, 

that we are pure from the Blood of all Men, and have 

2 ſhunned to declare unto them the whole Counſel of 

1 


Ay, We mult preach the Will of Chriſt, after 
we are, by Reading, Meditation and Prayer, prepared 
for. Preaching of it; extraordinary Gifts and im- 
mediate Inſpiration bel now cealed. We cannot 
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lay in a Stock of Knowledge, nor furniſh ourſelves © | | 
with proper Matten or Expreſſions, unleſs we apply | 
ourſelves in the Uſe of the fared and ordinary Means 
God has appointed for our attaining of them, Indeed, | 
it cannot be denied, but a Man of a quick Invention, and | 
a lively Imagination, may, without anyForethought or | 
| Knowledge of what he is about, flow in Words, and 
eaſily ſtep out of one Purpoſe into another, without || 
aà Pauſe or Hefitation, and obſerving the leaſt Cohe- | 
0 or Connection, and ſo diteourſe very co- 
jouſly. 1 e 
WE: 5 On this Point we are ready, I perceive, to run into 
Extremes. Some will not allow this to beat avy rate 
Preaching the Goſpel, but throw great Contempt 
upon it: There are others again, that admire this 
Way of Preaching, and find themſelves much pleaſed 
0 with it. As for my own Part, altho' I cannot, with 
reſpec to this Affair, act the Part of a Cenſor or Aa- 
vocate, without ſeveral Diſtinctions; yet I think it 
the Duty and Credit of every Miniſter co aim at as 
much Decency and Order both in the Matter and Ala- 
Fer of Preaching as he can. It is below none of us, 
to follow the Avice which Paul gives to Timothy, 
tho? an inſpired Teacher, 1 Tim. iv. 13.— 15. Give 
Attendancè to Reading, meditate on theſe Things, 
give thy ſelf wholly to them ; that thy Profiting may 
appear unto all. This is the Way to approve onr- 
| ſelves to be Workmen that need not be aſhamed. = 
And, if we would do fo, let us ſtudy much the 
holy Scriptures, and make Uſe of the excellent Helps, 
and valuable Books, that contribute much toward 
the giving us a good Underſtanding of the Scriptures. 
Theſe Labours of holy and learned Men are great | 
Bleſſings; and we ought to be ſo far from deſpiling | 
them, that we ſhould thank God heartily for them, 
read them often, and uſe them with Judgment and 
Diſcretion. By their Means we may get a jult Idea 
of our Aſatter, and be able to range our Thoughts in 
a natural Method, and expreſs them in clear and 
grave Language, that our Hearers may be ay 
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and edified, and we may keep from being too ace 
and ſtarched on the one Hand, and too coar/e and rude 


on the other. 


But, above all Things, if we would preach to Pur- 


| pole, and make Conſcience of that Work, we muſt, 


amidſt all our other Endeavours, ſpend much of Time 


in ſecret Prayer to the Lord, That he would give us 
a vital, inward Senſe of the Truths we deliver to 


others ; That he would make us underſtand the Con- 
dition and Caſe of our Hearers, their ſpiritual Diſtem- 


pers and Heart-Plagues, their Temptations and Difh- 


culties; That he would direct us in the Choice of 


Subjects, guide us in ſtudying Sermons, and repleniſh 


us both with Matter and Utterance, that we may ex- 


plain the Will of the Lord truly, prove it convin- 


cingly, maintain it ſtedfaſtly, and carry it home with 


Affection and Vehemence, Weight and Cloſneſs upon 
the Conſciences of our Hearers. 


5thily, And in the laſt Place, We muſt preach 


Chriſt's Will, not only goctrinally, and while we are 

in the Pulpit, but practically, and by our Lives and 
Example, throughout the Inſtances of a Chriſt-like 
_ Converſation. oO ned rat 


Without this it is in vain to think that ever we ſhall 


maintain the declining Honour of Religion in our 


Day; we will but throw Jown with one Hand, what 


we have been building with the other. Without this, 

let us preach and pray before the World ever ſo accep- 
tably, the Lord will not approve of us, but lothe and 
abhor, condemn and puniſh us more than other Men. 
Loet us conſider then, that as we pretend to know 
more, and have a higher Profeſſion than the reſt of 
the World, and have more done for us by God, whoſe. 

' Glory is more intereſted in us; ſo be expects and re- 
_ quires greater Things and a better Example from us. 
The Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus give the Deſcrip- 

tion of a Goſpel-Miniſter; they ſhow the Duties be- 

longing to his Function, how he is to employ himſelf 
about them, and live in the World; And from theſe, 
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and other Paſſages of Scripture, I will conclude my 


Sermon with the Character of a Goſpel-Miniſter. 
1. He is a pions, grave and thoughtful Man, who 
delights much in Prayer and ſerious Converſe with 
God: Wherever he is, he endeavours to have his Re- 
ligion with him; and in bis greateſt Mirth, and freeſt 
Humours, he keeps the Reins in his Hand, and re- 
tains a Senſe of ſpiritual Things. He has a great Love 


to God, and a Zeal for his Glory, and an affectionate 


Tenderneſs for immortal Souls. The Soundnels of the 
Faith and Doctrine of Chriſt, the Purity of his Worſhip, 


the Authority of his Laws, the Diſcipline and Go- 


vernment of his Houſe, the Peace and Proſperity of his 


. Church, the Unity and Agreement of his Servants 


and People among themſelves, ly much upon his 


Heart; and that he may exerciſe his Thought, and | 
_ employ the better his Cares about theſe Things, he is 


much concerned for the good Husbandry of bis Time, 


and gives as {mall Portions of it as he can to Pleaſure 
and Eaſe, to Diverſion and Idleneſs, to unprofitable 


Converſation, and needleſs Journeys, and unneceſſa- 
2. An exemplary Miniſter is a Perſon of great Sin- 


cerity and Sounaneſ5 at the Heart, and ſo diſintereſted 
and impartial a Lover of Truth, that, whether he be 


In the Pulpit or out of it, never allows himſelf either 


before God or Man, in publick or private, ſacred or 7 


civil Converſation, knowingly and wittingly to affirm. 


any Thing as true, which he believes is falſe, or on the 
contrary, and that either for Favour or Afﬀection, 
Hatred or Ill-will, or out of a Deſire to pleaſe, or 


Fear to diſpleaſe any Party or any Man. All ſervile 
Compliances and Sneaking, all Diſſimulation and 
Cunning, all Lying and Falſhood, - all Deceit and 

Fraud in a Miniſter, proclaim him to be of an abject, 
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3. An exemplary Miniſter is of a very hoſpitable 


and charizable Diſpoſition, of great Humanity in Car- 
riage and Deportment, and ſuch a melting Tenderneſs 


toward all that are afflicted in their Sou ], and di- 


ſtrelled |} 
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ſtreſſed in their Bodies, or in 5 of any Kind; 
that he is ready to Pity and help them according to 
his Ability and Power, He has much Inclination and 
Forwardneſs to remove the Ignorance, the Prejudices, 
the Errors and Miſtakes of Men; to confirm the Weak; 
reſolve the Scruplous;and comfort ſuch as are melanichols 
ly and troubled in their Minds. He will vifit the 
Pooreſt and Meaneſt in his Pariſh and Quarter as readi- 
ly, he will inſtruct and teach them, admoniſh and res 
prove them, exhort and comfort them, pray over them 
as affectionately, as cheerfully, contentedly and fre- 
quently, as he will do it to the Rich, the Proſperous 
and Thriving in the World et 7 
4. An exemplary Miniſter is engaged from an 
zuordinatèe Love to the Worll, his Heart is raiſed above 
it, and he fits looſe to it. Altho' he thinks it his Du- 
ty ina prudent and regular Manner to take Care of his 
Family, and provide for his own; yet he does not dip 
ſo deep into the World, as to engage bis Soul to it, 
and ſhow that his Thoughts and Care, his Hopes and 
bis Fears, his Comfort and Sorrow, and all his Hap- 
pineſs, are wrapt and bound up in it, He will not, 
for the Sake of the World, go into any Practices that 
are ſordid and mean, that furniſh Peoples Mouths 
with Topicks of Sander and Infamp, to the Di. 
credit of the Goſpel, and the Proſtitution of the Mi- 
niſterial Character and Dignity” y. 
J. He is a ſelf-deniea, mortified, humble Man; 
one that is chaſte and temperate, that lothes and ab- 
hors Drunkenneſs and Tippling, Laſciviouſnels and 
Wantonneſs, obſcene Talk and ſmutty Converſation, 
and, without a Neceſſity, or juſtifiable Occaſions, 
reckons it a Blemiſh and Scandal to be in Taverns; 
and fo cautiouſly guards againſt the Appearance of 
| theſe Evils. He is alſo a Humble, meek Perſon : He 
knows that Loftineſs of Deportment, and a ſuperci- 
lious haughty Carriage, does not become the Servants 
of a Maſter that was /ozvip i Heart, and condeſcen- 
ded to the meaneſt Perſons, and the loweſt Offices; 
and was ſo far from taking State upon him, and carry- 
| „ 
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ing it with Diſdain, that he was pleaſed to waſp Yig 
Diſciples Feet. I 41.66 359 
6. An exemplary Miniſter, having learned of Chriſt, 

he is a meek and quiet Man, of a healing and uni- 
ting Spirit, and a great Lover of Peace. He labours 
to get ſuch a Command of his own Paſſions and Spi- 
rit, as to bear Provocations, forgive Injuries, and be | 
eaſily pacified. He is ſo defirous and fond of Peace, 
that he can part with any Thing to obtain it but the 


— Truth, and bear and endure any Thing for it but the 


Vices and Sins of Men. He is not alienated from his 
Brethren, nor looks with an uncharitable and ſoure 
Eye upon them, becauſe they differ from him in little 
Things, in which it is neither poſſible nor needful | 
that all ſhould agree. He loves no Man the worſe 
becauſe he cannot conform to his favourite Notions, {| 
Prejudices and Phraſes, as to fay and act in every 
Thing juſt as he does. He does not upon theſe Ac- | 
counts run down his Brethren, and deſtroy their R- 
putation, and kindle a Fire to burn and conſume the 
Charity, the Unity and Peace of Chriſt's Church. 


J. An exemplary Miniſter, in the laſt Place, is one 


that owns his Duty, and holds his Face to it, and 
© zealouſfly and courageouſly vindicates and maintains the *' 
Truth, 'reproves Error, and gives a Teſtimony a- 
gainſt the prevailing Evils and Corruptions of hisDay, | 


and that notwithſtanding all the Affronts of Enemies, 1 


the Indiſcretion of Friends, and the Inſolence and 


 Reproaches of Sinners againſt himſelf: Yea, he holds 


on in the Lord's Work, tho? his Perſon and Miniſtry 7 
be in great Contempt. When he is reviled, he does 
bleſs ; when perſecuted, he ſuffers it; when defamed, 


| he intreats ; yea, tho” he be accounted as the Filth * 


of the World, and the Officouring of all Things, | 
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